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g revenue” worth an estimated €8.5 billion

n
ally. However, don’t pack your phone just yet
strong lobbying from the GSM Association (the

Goverhménts and the EU Parligment still need to
reach agreement regarding the fevel of the cap for
maximurm roaming charges, 'y/ith MEPs favouring
lower charges than Germany, the UK and France
want to see. Another stumpling block is whether
there should be an ‘o“p‘t‘7out‘ or ‘opt-in’ system.
Under an opt-out (favouréd by MEPs and the EU
Commission). consumgrs would automatically
benafit from: “lower /charges ™ under the EU
Regulation or opt for A better package provided by
an operator: Under/an opt-in system consumers
have to tell their dperators they want the lower
Roaming-Regulatjon’ rates. Socialist Group MEPs
have indicated: that they may vote against the text
it the Member $tate governments refuse to agree
to the opt-out Aystem. The parties were unable to
reach a comprornise at an initial meeting on 24
April. A fu‘r;Z‘er' meeting is scheduled for 2 May.
The EU" Pétliament plenary - vote expected on 9
+ and following that, EU” Ministers are due to
vote on/ the proposal on 7 June. The EU
Cominidsion wants the legislation in place for the
r, but if the institutions fail to reach an
nent there will have fo be a second reading
in the EU Parliament which would mean several
mopths delay. The cheapest was to say ‘wish you
wele Rere’ this summer may still be a postcard!

EU MARITIME POLICY = the EU Commission
consultation on EU maritime policy is due to close
ori 30 June 2007. The consultation, launched in
June 2006 with the publication of the EU

. Commission’s Green Paper ‘Towards a future

maritime policy for the Union’ aims £o develop an
EU-wide maritime policy to /address the
tradictory rules
which currently exist in the Member States. GMB
has responded to the EU Comymission on the issue
of shipbuilding-and off-shore/and is supporting the
European Transport Fedefation's (ETF) position
on the wider issues of tyansport, shipping, trade,
coastal and port-baséd industries, fisheries,
aquaculture, marine v search and tourism. Ports

are likely to be affegted by changes to practically
- all policy areas coyered in the Green Paper and

the consultation dédcument lists them as .one of the
EU maritime sectors with the greatest potential for
economic growth. ETF is monitoring any possible

oY

industry lobby) could pay off. The/Member States’ .

~ members of the signatory parties to combat

" harassment than presented in the agreement. Gl

* cashless payments easier and cheaper. The v

e~ UK

attempts to revive the unpopular Ports Services
Directive which trade unjefis successfully
scuppered last year. A majo conference on ‘The
future maritime policy of Ahe EU, attended by
German Chancellor: gela Merkel and EU
Cormmission Presideny’José Manuel Barroso, wil
take place in Brepfen, Germany on 2-4 May
Following the cq sultation, the EU Commissior
intends to prgduce a follow up report anc
Communicatigfi based on the consultation, to be
adopted dyring the Portuguese Presidency in the
second Malf of 2007. For the consultatior
hitp://ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs/policy en.html

VIOLENGE AND HARASSMENT - a framewo
agreement to combat harassment and violent
in the workplace was signed by the Europe:
Social Partners (ETUC, Business Europe, CEE
and UEAPME) on 26 April. The text commits 1l

unacceptable behaviour that can lead
harassment and violence at the workplace. Thou
GMB supports this European initiative to tacl
aspects of workplace violence, UK legislati
already provides higher levels of protection

is concerned that the agreement does not explic
cover the issue of third party violence. GMB
continue to press for this issue to be addressec
EU level. For the framework agreeme
htto://www.tradeunionpress.eu/Aqreement%20vi(
n'ce/Framework%_ZOAqreement"/oZOHar'assmentC.
0and%20Violence%20at%20Work2.pdf

PAYMENT SERVICES DIRECTIVE — MEPs ha
adopted a legal framework to make cross-bort

took place during the. EU Parliament plen:
session on 25 April. The Payment™ Servit
Directive proposes a common ggmgw_ork'
harnionise national laws governing payments
2010. This will mean that ba transfers, dir
debits and similar payments will be made throl
a'new European system. GMB had concerns C
pfotecting jobs in cash handling and ur
amendments excluding/cash payments from
Directive and suppofting a neutral appro
towards all payment systems, including cash,

these are inclyded in the final text.

Governments [ad already reached an infor
political agregment-when they met on 27 Ma
MEPs appyoved the compromise text agreed
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